CHAPTER II

" RECONNOITRE "

T was with strange and mixed feelings that my
son and I commenced our journey to Moscow,
"We had in our breasts much room for doubt as
to the future, Not long before, our Government,
exasperated beyond measure at the tactics of the
Soviets, raided the offices of the All Russia Co-
operative Society (Arcos) and broke off diplomatic
relations with Russia, The outcome of those events,
as may well be imagined, created anything but good
feeling towards the British in Russia. The Soviet
Press worked overtime covering the British Govern-
ment with abuse, and we had grave fears that we
might suffer in consequence. However, we could
not pierce the veil of the future, and hoped for the
best.

On reaching Berlin, I had another glimpse of the
astonishing inefficiency that seems to pervade every-
thing connected with the Soviet. We called as
requested at the Embassy in the German capital
to secure the necessary visas to enable us to proceed
to Moscow. I have had much experience of foreign
Consulates and offices, but never have I been met
with such sheer ignorance and indifference and an
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